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Riparian Plants
Herbaceous

Scientific Name Common Name
Acorus Americanus (A. Cala-
mus)

Sweet Flag

Arisaema Triphyllum Jack-in-the-Pulpit
Asarum Canadense Wild Ginger
Aster Novi-Belgii New York Aster
Coreopsis Tripteris Tall Coreopsis
Equisetum Hyemale Horsetail, Scouring Rush
Eupatorium Fistulosum Joe Pye Weed
Helianthus Decapetalus Ten-Petaled Sunflower
Helipsis Helianthoides Oxeye Sunflower
Hibiscus Moscheutos Eastern Rosemallow
Iris Virginica Virginia Blue Flag
Lobelia Cardinalis Cardinal Flower
Lobelia Siphilitica Great Blue Lobelia
Mertensia Virginica Virginia Bluebells
Oenothera Fruticosa Sundrops
Peltandra Virginica Arrow Arum
Phlox Paniculata Summer Phlox
Pelemonium Reptans Jacob’s Ladder
Pontederia Cordata Pickerel Weed
Rudbeckia Laciniata Cut-Leaved Coneflower
Sagittaria Latifolia Broadleaf Arrowhead
Senecio Aureus Golden Ragwort
Solidago Rugosa Rough-Stemmed Goldenrod
Vernonia Noveboracensis New York Ironweed
Viola Cucullata March Blue Violet

A Cardinal Flower.

A Great Blue Lobelia.

An Eastern Rosemallow. A Ten-Petaled Sunflower.
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C.  Parking Lots

Create parking “rooms” through the use of plants, fencing, and walls.  Break large parking areas into smaller 
“rooms” to reduce their scale and visually soften.  Plant 1 tree for every 4 parking spaces.

Plant:	 Platanus x acerifolia (London Planetree), Quercus 
acutissima (Sawtooth Oak), Quercus phellos (Willow Oak).

Pattern & Spacing:	 Row at 20’ o.c.

D.  Parking Lot Edges

Plant:	 Carpinus betulus (European Hornbeam), Ilex spp. 
(Holly), Ligustrum obtusifolium (Border Privet), Myrica cerifera 
(Southern Wax Myrtle), Rhamnus spp. (Buckthorn), Thuja 
occidentalis spp (Arborvitae).

Pattern & Spacing:	 Hedge at 3’-6’ o.c.

The use of Willow Oak (above) and other tree varieties are 
ideal for softening parking areas.

Eauropean Hornbeam (above) or Common Buckthorn (right) trees can be planted at the edges of parking areas.


